
Case Name Summary Facts Offence Being 
Attempted

Legal Point

Collins 1972 Defendant climbed ladder naked except 
for socks and perched on windowsill 
before entering and having sex with girl.

Entry Court of appeal quashed 
defendant burglary conviction 
saying entry had to be effective 
and substantial.

Brown 1985 Defendant leaned though shop window 
to reach goods inside.

Entry Cour tof appeal upheld defendant 
conviction for burglary saint entry 
had to be effective.

Ryan 1996 Defendant got stuck trying to break into 
house in middle of night with head and 
one arm inside building

Entry Court of appeal upheld conviction 
for burglary although entry 
ineffective.

B and S v Leathley 25-foot-long freezer container resting on 
sleepers in farmyard for two years with 
lockable doors and electricity.

Building Held to be building.

Norfolk Constabulary v 
Seekings and Gould 
1986

Lorry trailer with wheels used for storage 
for over a year with access steps and 
electricity.

Building Was held to not be a building as 
still had wheel.s

Walkington 1979 Defendant opened till inside are of shop 
surrender by three-sided counter.

Part of a building Defendant conviction was upheld. 
inside counter was a part of 
building where defendant was 
trespasser who entreat intending 
to steal.

Jones and Smith 1976 Defendant and friend took two TV sets 
from home of defendants father, who 
said son had generally right to eneter.

Trespass Court of appeal upheld burglary 
convictions as permission given 
was exceeded.


